City of MINUTES -
Commiissioners
CITY OF DUARTE Ricardo Ortega, Chair
PUBLIC WORKS AND TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION Jim Kirchner

Stephanie Kovach

Armond Morad
Tuesday, January 6, 2026 Shiu Kei Thomas Tsui

Duarte

REGULAR MEETING

The Public Works and Traffic Safety Commission of the City of Duarte met for a regular meeting
in the Town Center Community Building at 1600 Huntington Drive.

1. CALL TO ORDER AND NOTATION OF ABSENCES:

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.

The following were in attendance:

PRESENT: Kirchner, Tsui, Ortega

ABSENT: Kovach, Morad

STAFF: Stephanie Sandoval, Public Works Manager
DIGNITARIES: None

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Commissioner Tsui led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 2, 2025

Kirchner moved to approve the minutes for September 2, 2025 meeting, Tsui seconds. The
motion carried 3-0-0-2. (Vote: Kirchner, Tsui, Ortega; No: None; Abstain: None; Absent: Kovach,
Morad.)

4. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS - ITEMS ON OR NOT THE AGENDA

None.

5. BUSINESS ITEMS:

None.

6. ITEMS FROM STAFF:

A. Project Updates from Staff
Sandoval provided an update on the active projects and upcoming projects.
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Current Projects
Highland Promenade Project — The project is nearly complete. SCE will be removing the
pole in front of 1801 Highland Ave. The project is funded by a Metro grant.
Sidewalk Maintenance — Currently underway
Annual Striping Project — Awarded but has been slightly delayed. Improvements include
re-striping mainly Duarte Rd. and a few school zones.
Annual Sidewalk Maintenance Project — Contractor has up to $50,000 worth of work.
Sidewalk to be sawcut includes Buena Vista St., Central, Conata, Greenbank, Las Lomas
and Royal Oaks. Commissioners had questions regarding the process and liability when
it comes to sidewalk and uneven pavement. Commissioner Kirchner brought up
concerns about sidewalk on Royal Oaks.

Upcoming Projects
Street Rehabilitation Project — Currently in pre-bid phase. Project proposes to grind and
overlay of a number of streets citywide.
Asphalt Maintenance Project — focus on localized failures like potholes, or poorly
repaired patches by utility repairs.
Annual CDBG ADA Ramp project — Project focuses on upgrading or installing new ADA
ramps. The project has been delayed due to LACDA added insurance requirements.
Traffic Signal Improvements for Buena Vista and Kellwil — Project has been awarded to
a contractor and it is scheduled to start in the summer when school is out. The project
will be paid for by the City and DUSD.
Donald & Bernice Watson Muti-use Trail — Pre-bid phase. The City is unable to proceed
with bidding the project until Caltrans has approved the Funding Agreement.

e Commissioners had questions regarding the closing of the trail during
construction. Sandoval explained that construction would be phased to
minimized closures.

e Chair Ortega brought up the desire for lighting in the trail.

Huntington Dr. Street Improvements Project PS&E — Plan check of 60% complete.
Potentially adding pedestrian improvements due to a grant the City has applied for. The
grant would not be available until 2029 but there may be opportunity to start sooner
through a specific process.

7. ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS:

None.

8. ADJOURNMENT:

Commissioner Tsui moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Kirchner.
Motion carried 3-0-0-2. (Vote: Kirchner, Tsui, Ortega; No: None; Abstain: None; Absent: Kovach,
Morad.)

Next meeting is to be held Tuesday, March 3, 2026.
ATTEST:

Stephanie Sandoval, Secretary
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